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Join us at the 2019 Oneida County Stewardship Awards Banquet 

Thursday, August 22, 2019 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., Holiday Acres in Rhinelander 
Seats are limited. Register by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 14th 
 
Join us at the 11th Annual Oneida County Stewardship Awards Banquet, hosted by the Oneida 
County Land & Water Conservation Department. 
Presentations and guest speakers include: 

 Bob Mott, Chairmen of the Conservation/UW-Extension Committee will give the 
Opening Message  

 Zach Woiak, Fisheries Biologist with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, 
will give a presentation on Fish Stick.  
 

The Stewardship Awards Banquet is held annually to recognize and honor local Stewardship 
Award winners, Lake Groups, Clean Boats Clean Waters Watercraft Inspectors, and Citizen Lake 
Monitoring Network volunteers, for their extraordinary efforts at fighting terrestrial and aquatic 
invasive species, and outstanding accomplishments that support awareness, protection, 
conservation, and enhancement of the lands and waters in Oneida County. You won’t want to 
miss this fun evening of great company, special presentations, fun door prizes, and sumptuous 
food! The cost is $10/person (includes buffet dinner). Registration is required and seats are 
limited.  Please register by 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 14, by calling Oneida County Land 
& Water Conservation Department at 715-369-7835 or email Stephanie Boismenue, Oneida 
County AIS Coordinator, at sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us.  

Stephanie Boismenue,  
Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 
Oneida County Land & Water Conservation  
(715) 369-7835 
sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us 
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Nominate Someone for a 2019 Stewardship Award   

Nomination forms are due by 4 p.m. on Wednesday, August 14, 2019 
 
Are you proud of your lake group? Do you know of someone in your lake community who 
inspires others to give lake conservation their best shot? Do you know of an exceptional 
volunteer or professional who deserves recognition for their outstanding contributions of time, 
efforts, and inspiration towards the current and future health of our lands and waterbodies in 
Oneida County? If so, now is your chance to nominate those Superstars for a 2019 Oneida 
County Stewardship Award. Who inspires you? Let us know! 
To read more and for instructions, see attached Nomination Form or contact Jonna Jewell at 
Oneida County Land & Water Conservation Department at 715-369-7835 or 
jjewell@co.oneida.wi.us.. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THREE EVENTS 

 

Volunteer Opportunity:   

Purple Loosestrife Task Force 

Tuesday, August 13, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
Meeting Location:  parking lot of Lizzy T’s Tamarack Tap, 
5533 Highway 47, Lake Tomahawk 
 
Calling All Volunteers - I NEED YOUR HELP!  The invasive 
purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) is growing in several 
areas around the county, but it is really taking off and 
becoming abundant along Highway 47 in the McNaughton 
area (Town of Newbold).  For this reason, I am asking for 
volunteers to join me with purple loosestrife management 
and removal efforts, which consists of clipping flowers and 
digging out plants. Some plants are easy to hand pull and 
others have huge root systems that need to be dug out. 
The sites are a mix of dry, wet, and muck, so needless to say, it will not be a clean job.  This 
event is the perfect opportunity to learn about purple loosestrife and its negative impact to the 
environment and benefit from our removal efforts as we witness a physical transformation to 
the landscape and improvement to the environment.   
 
What to bring and details: I recommend waders (or muck boots if you do not have waders), a 
shovel, hand pruners, and gloves. Wear clothes that can get dirty and closed shoes.  I will 
provide purple loosestrife plant identification, management and removal training, and supply 
the trash bags, plant disposal, decontamination supplies, snacks, and water. I will also contact 
the DOT to alert them of our activities and obtain safety vests.  If you can help, please send a 
Purple Loosestrife Task Force email to Stephanie Boismenue at sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us.  I 
really appreciate your help with combating this invasive species.  To find out more about purple 
loosestrife and other aquatic invasive species, see AIS: Identification.  

http://www.oneidacountyais.com/ais-gallery-of-invaders.html
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Volunteer Opportunity:   

Help Search Waterways for AIS 

during AIS Snapshot Day 

 
Saturday, August 17, 2019 from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  Meeting Location: Lake Tomahawk Boat 
Landing 
Join the Oneida County Land & Water 
Conservation Department’s Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS) Team on Saturday, August 17, 2019 
from 8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. as they team up with 
the River Alliance of Wisconsin and over 20 
partners across the state to search shorelines for 
AIS, gather specimens, and report their findings.  
This one-day event is the Statewide AIS Snapshot 
Day, sponsored by the River Alliance of Wisconsin.  
 
AIS Snapshot Day is a fun way for citizens to help 
protect Wisconsin’s waters from invasive plants 
and animals that can drastically disrupt and degrade ecosystems, limit recreational 
opportunities, and affect our local economy. With over 1,129 lakes and rivers in Oneida County, 
our lifestyle and economy are heavily dependent on healthy lakes, rivers, and streams!  With 
your help, we can monitor these critical areas for AIS and protect them now, and for future 
generations.   
 
On Snapshot Day, volunteers in Oneida County will meet at the Lake Tomahawk boat landing, 
where the Oneida County AIS Team will teach you how to identify invasive species of concern 
and monitoring techniques. After the training, volunteer teams will venture out to nearby 
monitoring sites, search for AIS, collect specimens and return to the training site to confirm 
findings and celebrate.  At some of the monitoring sites, friendly waters will beg you to wade in 
to get a better look, while at others, you will monitor and gather specimens from the shore 
using binoculars and rakes. Whether you want to wade in or stay dry, there is a site for you.  No 
previous experience required. This is a free, family-friendly event. Recommended for ages 8 and 
up, minors must be accompanied by an adult. To find out more, view meeting locations, sign up 
to monitor, please visit River Alliance of Wisconsin at 
https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/statewide-snapshot-day/. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Oneida County AIS Coordinator, Stephanie Boismenue, at 715-369-
7835 or sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us.   
 

 

 

https://www.wisconsinrivers.org/statewide-snapshot-day/
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Volunteer Opportunity:  

Mussel Bioblitz 

 
Sunday, August 18, 2019, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Meeting Location: Cy Williams Park, Three Lakes 
Participate in a volunteer Bioblitz to investigate the 
distribution of Wisconsin’s newest mussel species, 
the Eastern Pondmussel, and search for invasive 
mussels as well.  Hosted by the Wisconsin Mussel 
Monitoring Program in partnership with the Oneida 
County AIS Program, our goal is to better 
understand what native and invasive mussels 
occupy the 28 lakes and search for invasive species. 
In addition, we are hoping to learn the extent of a 
newly introduced mussel to the chain, the Eastern 
Pondmussel (Ligumia nasuta). The Eastern 
Pondmussel is not an invasive or Wisconsin state-
endangered species; however, Wisconsin lakes may 
serve as a refuge for this species as it is in-decline elsewhere. Therefore, the Wisconsin Mussel 
Monitoring Program will host a volunteer mussel blitz on August 18th to investigate its 
distribution within the Eagle River-Three Lakes Chain. Volunteers will also learn about what 
other native mussels occur in the lakes.  
 
During the event you will: 

 Learn about the fascinating life histories of Wisconsin’s 50 species of native 
freshwater mussels 

 Explore local lakes, collecting important data on mussels 

 Share your findings with other volunteers and DNR staff 
  
Please register online the WI Mussel Monitoring Website. We look forward to seeing you!  
 

Special Report 

Center for Limnology Grad Student Finds Spiny Water Flea in Northern 

Wisconsin's Plum Lake (Vilas County).  

In July, 2019, Spiny Water Fleas, a prohibited Aquatic Invasive Species, were discovered in Plum 

Lake, located in Vilas County.  This makes the 5th lake in Vilas to become infested with this 

fisheries degrading invasive species.  The full article can be read here Spiny Water Fleas 

Discovered in Plum Lake.   

 

http://wiatri.net/inventory/mussels/calendar.cfm
http://blog.limnology.wisc.edu/cfl-grad-student-finds-spiny-water-flea-in-northern-wisconsins-plum-lake/?fbclid=IwAR1siyoCQok0haQfgbGPi6K8uKTVVTsFC7GCZsi-N0rMUbo-o6ysYIWDOrk
http://blog.limnology.wisc.edu/cfl-grad-student-finds-spiny-water-flea-in-northern-wisconsins-plum-lake/?fbclid=IwAR1siyoCQok0haQfgbGPi6K8uKTVVTsFC7GCZsi-N0rMUbo-o6ysYIWDOrk
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Special Report 

Effects of 2,4-D Treatments to Control EWM on Fish & Zooplankton in 

Northern WI Lakes 

The University of Wisconsin-

Stevens Point sponsored a DNR 

grant to study 6 lakes in northern 

WI. The project focused on 

determining effects of Eurasian 

water milfoil herbicide 

treatments on fish and 

zooplankton. To view the report, 

click here Effects of 2,4-D 

Treatments to Control EWM on 

Fish & Zooplankton in Northern 

WI Lakes.  

 

 

file://///ocvsofs01/groups/LCShare/AIS/ewm/Rydell_Thesis_effects%20of%20milfoil%20herbicide%20treatments%20on%20fish%20and%20zooplankton.pdf
file://///ocvsofs01/groups/LCShare/AIS/ewm/Rydell_Thesis_effects%20of%20milfoil%20herbicide%20treatments%20on%20fish%20and%20zooplankton.pdf
file://///ocvsofs01/groups/LCShare/AIS/ewm/Rydell_Thesis_effects%20of%20milfoil%20herbicide%20treatments%20on%20fish%20and%20zooplankton.pdf
file://///ocvsofs01/groups/LCShare/AIS/ewm/Rydell_Thesis_effects%20of%20milfoil%20herbicide%20treatments%20on%20fish%20and%20zooplankton.pdf
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MEET THE TEAM 

Stephanie Boismenue – Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 

Stephanie Boismenue is the AIS Coordinator for Oneida 
County, Wisconsin. She joined the Oneida County Land & 
Water Conservation Department in April 2014 and shares 
over a decade of AIS knowledge and lifelong passion to 
protect our water-rich county.  

Stephanie provides AIS education and outreach to the public 
and works closely with lake associations and partners on a 
comprehensive AIS program to protect the county’s natural 
resources, fisheries, recreational opportunities, health, and 
near shore property values from AIS. She provides volunteer 
recruitment, training, coordination, and technical assistance 
for Clean Boats Clean Waters, Citizen Lakes Monitoring Network programs, AIS early detection 
monitoring, rapid response, control, and management; AIS mapping, field data collection and 
analysis, purple loosestrife bio-control, site restoration, EWM hand harvesting, sustainable land 
and water conservation practices, Adopt-A-Lakeshore programs, and AIS and environmental 
programs geared for youth, schools, and adults. 

Her passion for protecting the environment is influenced by personal relevance from lifetime of 
exploring wild places in Northern Wisconsin, Northern Ontario, and Lake Superior’s shoreline. 
She is the mother of a sweet senior Golden Retriever. 

 

Aubrey Nycz - Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species Lead Program Assistant 

Aubrey Nycz is the AIS Lead Program Assistant for Oneida County, 
Wisconsin. Aubrey is excited to be returning for her fourth year 
on the AIS team to help with outreach programs, Clean Boats 
Clean Waters, lake monitoring, and AIS management. Having 
lived in Northern Wisconsin all of her life, Aubrey has seen 
firsthand the negative effects that AIS can have on local 
waterbodies. For this reason, she hopes to share her passion and 
knowledge about invasive species with community members, in 
order to stop the spread of unwanted invaders. Aubrey is a 
recent graduate from the University of Wisconsin - Stevens Point, 
where she received a degree in elementary education and English 
as a second language. As a teacher, she hopes to inspire her 
students to become lifelong learners who strive to make a 
difference in the world around them. During her free time, Aubrey enjoys boating, swimming, 
and fishing with family and friends. 
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Lauren Radtke - Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species Project Assistant 

Lauren recently graduated from UW- Stevens Point with a 
degree in wildlife ecology & management and biology. She grew 
up in Tomahawk, WI and now lives on Snowden Lake near 
Rhinelander. Growing up she was always loved being in the 
outdoors, kayaking, fishing, and hunting. The past four years, 
Lauren has worked for the Wisconsin DNR doing creel surveys. 
She has also helped the DNR with their fyke netting and goose 
banding. She is excited to be part of the team to help protect 
Wisconsin’s waters. 

 

Isaac Benz - Oneida County Aquatic Invasive Species Project Assistant 

Isaac is currently a junior pursuing a degree in Biology at Appalachian 
State University in Boone, North Carolina. He grew up in Appleton, 
Wisconsin, and has a cabin on Crescent Lake near Rhinelander, where 
he will be living this summer while working as an AIS Project Assistant. 
Isaac enjoys spending time outdoors fishing, hiking, kayaking, and 
running. Growing up Isaac has always had a vast love for the outdoors 
and looks forward to working to help protect the environment so 
generations to come can                                                                                                                    
continue to enjoy it as he has. 

 

 

SHORELINE AREAS NEWS: 

Pelican Lake Property Owners Association’s Shoreline Restoration: 

Come See the Results!  

By David Hardt, Volunteer, Pelican Lake Property Owners Association 

If you’re interested in seeing how your shoreline could be returned to nature, please consider 
stopping by Schoepke Town Hall on Highway 45 in Pelican Lake to see the beautiful example of 
shoreline restoration that the Pelican Lake Property Owners’ Association has created, utilizing a 
grant from Lumberjack RC&D. A grassy hillside just north of the Town Hall has been turned into 
a beautiful, terraced example of shoreline restoration. 

Be prepared to see a plethora of wonderful, natural plants and flowers, as well as numerous 
butterflies and bees. This garden is the culmination of a three-year project which replaced grass 
with natural plants and shrubs, creating a natural, beautiful pathway to the lake. It also acts as a 
deterrent to water flowing directly into the lake. 

I have visited this site numerous times and have seen many pollinators such as honeybees, 
natural bees, Monarch butterflies, and hummingbirds, visiting and feeding upon the vast 
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number of flowers growing in the beds. I’m always surprised by how popular this garden is with 
them! 

Feel free to come and visit this restorative work done by volunteers from the Pelican Lake area. 
Take a stroll down the pathway to the lake, and possibly have a wonderful picnic lunch there, 
utilizing the many picnic tables donated to the community by the Pelican Lake Property 
Owners’ Association. 

For more information and to see photos, visit http://www.pelicanlakepoa.org/ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pelicanlakepoa.org/
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HOW CAN WE HELP YOU? 

 Does your lake group need help with an AIS project?  

 Would you like our AIS Team to monitor your lake?  

 Are you looking for a guest speaker for your classroom or organizations meeting?   

 Would you like to become a Clean Boats Clean Waters volunteer?  

 Are you wondering what AIS are in your lake and harm they may cause?   

 Would you like to learn how to stop the spread of AIS from an infested waterbody to an 
un-infested waterbody?   

 Do you suspect you found a new AIS?   

 Do you have questions about decontamination or transporting AIS?   
If so, give Stephanie a call at 715-369-7825 or email at sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us 

 

 
Stephanie Boismenue, Oneida County AIS Coordinator 
Oneida County Land & Water Conservation  
Oneida County Courthouse, 2nd floor, 1 S. Oneida Avenue, Rhinelander, WI  54501 
Phone: (715) 369-7835, sboismenue@co.oneida.wi.us

 


